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Agenda

Statewide Concerns
o Wisconsin Workforce Assessment Results

Brief Overview of the Wisconsin TB Program 
o Functions and Relationship with Local Public Health

New Resources
o LTBI Surveillance and TB Class A/B Updates
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Ensure patients with suspected or confirmed TB disease or latent TB 
infection (LTBI) have ready access to diagnostic and treatment services that 
meet national standards.

Provide consultation, technical assistance, education, and training in the 
clinical and public health aspects of TB.

Plan and develop statewide TB control policies and procedures.

Assure statewide TB surveillance.

Functions of the Wisconsin State TB Program
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• Patient assessment
• Case management
• Patient education

• Directly observed 
therapy (DOT)

• Toxicity and therapy 
monitoring

• Initiating and 
discontinuing isolation

• Assessment of isolation 
options

Functions of the Local and Tribal Health Departments
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Facilitation of safe discharges 
from the hospital

Identification and assessment of 
contacts

Functions of the Local and Tribal Health Departments
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How Does the Wisconsin TB Program Support LTHD 
Functions?
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TRUE or FALSE?
The Wisconsin TB Dispensary Program pays for medication and non-
medical needs for TB and LTBI clients.
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Wisconsin TB Dispensary

Uses state general purpose 
revenue funds to reimburse 
LTHDs for medical management 
of patients.

Wisconsin TB Treatment 
Assistance Program

Uses CDC Cooperative 
Agreement funding to provide 
incentives and enablers for 
those being treated for TB/LTBI.
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Wisconsin TB Programs Supporting LTHD Functions
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To ensure that all persons in Wisconsin 
with suspected or confirmed active TB 
disease or latent TB infection (LTBI) 
can receive appropriate evaluation, 
treatment, and monitoring, regardless 
of insurance availability. 

Wisconsin TB Dispensary Program 
(WTBDP): Purpose Statement
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Evaluation

Treatment

Contact 
Investigation

Targeted 
Screening/ 

Testing

The WTBDP Reimburses Services For The Uninsured 
and Underinsured
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Difficult to find private health care 
partners willing to enter a 
memorandum of understanding 
(MOU) to serve the needs of 
patients with TB and LTBI through 
the Wisconsin TB Dispensary 
Program.
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Challenge
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Wisconsin TB Treatment 
Assistance Program

Encourages and supports clients 
through the completion of TB 
treatment.

Provides funding to purchase 
treatment assistance aids.

Capped at $50 (LTBI) and $200 (active).
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What might NOT be covered by the Wisconsin 
Treatment Assistance Program?

A) Ensure supplements
B) Pay-as-you-go phone
C) Benadryl
D) Gas utility payment
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Pill minders

School 
supplies

Plants

Beverages 
(non-

alcoholic)
Flowers

Personal 
care items

Food

Gas 
vouchers

Bus tickets

Hobby 
supplies

Birthday 
cards

Practical 
clothing

Rent UtilitiesPhone

Wisconsin TB Treatment Assistance Program
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Examples of TB treatment assistance above the capped rate include:
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Payments for housing (rent or mortgage).

Payments for utilities.

Payments for cell phone.

TB Treatment Assistance Program
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Brief Overview of the Wisconsin TB Program 
o Functions and Relationship with Local Public Health

New Resources
o LTBI Surveillance and TB Class A/B Updates



   

Wisconsin Department of Health Services 
  

Goal

This workforce assessment focuses on the 
TB program capacity at the local level in 
Wisconsin to achieve activities outlined in 
the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) TB Cooperative 
Agreement grant application and more 
broadly, achieve TB elimination in 
Wisconsin. 
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• Sent to health officers (HOs) via 
GovD and TB nurse list in 
September

• Consisted of two parts:
o Section 1 for all
o Section 2 for HOs or program 

managers

Survey
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Respondent Characteristics

• 141 respondents completed
• 69 LTHDs (82%) 
• 1 Tribal health center (8%)
• HOs or program managers (39, 27.6%)
• Public health nurses (85, 60.3%)
• Most are full time (more than 0.8 FTE, 85.8%)
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The Majority of Respondents Had Fewer Than Five 
Years of Experience
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Most Spent Less Than 25% of Their Time (FTE) on 
TB-Related Activities
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TB-Related Services: Strengths and Gaps
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Widely Offered Services Include:

• Providing case management for people 
with TB and LTBI (all)

• Conducting contact investigations (all)
• Dispensing LTBI medications (73.9%)
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34.3

A Third of LTHDs (34.3%) 
Provide Phlebotomy 
Services
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Few LTHDs (15.7%) Provide 
IGRA Testing

15.7
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Over Half of LTHDs (57.1%) 
Provide Skin Testing

57.1
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18.6
A Significant 
Proportion 
(18.6%) Do Not 
Offer IGRA Testing 
or Skin Testing
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The Majority of LTHDs 
(82.9%) Reported Offering in 
Person Directly Observed 
Therapy (DOT)
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Of Those LTHDs, Most 
(77.6%) Also Offered 
Electronic or Video DOT
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Educational Outreach Activities Were 
Reported Less Consistently
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Just Over Half of Responding LTHDs (54.3%) Provide 
TB-Related Education and Outreach to Private 
Clinicians
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Fewer Than Half (38.6%) Reported Providing TB 
Education or Outreach to Community-Based 
Organizations
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Staffing and Support Capacity Varied Across 
Departments
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12.9

Very Few LTHDs (12.9%) Reported Having a 
Provider Within the Department Who Can Write 
Medical Orders
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Almost Three-Quarters (71.0%) Reported a Referral 
Agreement With a Private Clinic
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51.4

Just Over Half of Respondents (51.4%) Reported 
That They Do Not Have a Dedicated Billing 
Specialist
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14.3

Less Than a Fifth (14.3%) Reported Having Access 
to an Epidemiologist for TB/LTBI Within Their 
Department
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17.1

Less Than a Fifth (17.1%) Reported Utilizing DOT 
Workers or Disease Intervention Specialists (DIS)



   

Wisconsin Department of Health Services 
  

Increased Staff and Funding Were Commonly 
Reported Needs
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Also Reported Needing More Providers and 
Improved Billing Processes
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Implications and Summary
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Main TB Functions Are Being Prioritized 

Providing case 
management for people 

with TB and LTBI (all)

Conducting contact 
investigations (all)

Dispensing LTBI 
medications 

(73.9%)



   

Wisconsin Department of Health Services 
  

Reliance On External Clinical Partners 

Basic clinical services: TB diagnostic 
testing (TST and IGRA), radiography, and 

phlebotomy

Introduces challenges related to timeliness, consistency, and continuity 
of care

Prescription 
authority
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Administrative and Billing Capacity

Limited support to 
offset program costs

Competing demands may limit their implementation without additional 
resources or targeted support.

Current processes 
are time-

consuming

Funding is flat or 
decreasing 
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The Wisconsin TB workforce is maintaining required program 
functions under increasingly constrained conditions. Sustained 
state-level coordination, strategic use of public-private partnerships, 
and continued support for efficient service delivery models will be 
critical to preserving core capacity.

Summary
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Agenda

Statewide Concerns
o Wisconsin Workforce Assessment Results

Brief Overview of the Wisconsin TB Program 
o Functions and Relationship with Local Public Health

New Resources
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Latent TB Infection Epidemiology

• Reportable in Wisconsin since 2018.
• Two types of LTBI records used for statewide surveillance including:
o LTBI disease incidents.
o LTBI-Lab only disease incidents.

• CDC is encouraging states to prepare to report LTBI in efforts to inform 
national prevention strategies.

50
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Within the last 10 years, what percentage of 
Wisconsin counties have had a documented 

case of LTBI?

A) 60%
B) 75%
C) 80%
D) 100%
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All Wisconsin Counties 
Have Had an LTBI Report 
(2018–2025).
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Most 2025 LTBI 
Investigations Were in 
Dane and Milwaukee 
Counties.
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Proportionally More 
2025 LTBI- Lab Only 
Records Were in 
Northern Wisconsin.
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Number of LTBI-lab result only records

Number of LTBI records

Total LTBI Reports Are Trending Up
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Most LTBI Investigations Were Female (2018–2025)

56

Female, 
39%

Male, 
61%

Active TB

Female, 
55%

Male, 
45%

LTBI Cases
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Female, 
55%

Male, 
45%

LTBI Cases

Female, 
38%

Male, 
62%

Active TB

Most Wisconsin TB Cases Were Male (2018–2025)
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Hispanic People Are Overrepresented In TB Cases 
And LTBI Investigations Compared To Their Share Of 
The Wisconsin Population

58

28%

19%

Hispanic 
Wisconsin TB 
cases

Hispanic 
Wisconsin LTBI 
investigations 8%

8%
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Almost Half of LTBI Investigations Are Among White 
People, While Almost Half TB Cases Are Among Asian 
People (2018–2025)
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Almost Half of LTBI Investigations Are Among Ages 25–
44, While Over a Quarter of TB Cases Are Among Ages 
65+ (2018–2025)
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Wisconsin TB Cases by Country of Birth 2018–2025
107
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Wisconsin LTBI Investigations by Country of Birth 
2018–2025 
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Wisconsin TB Program Focus

• Improve LTBI data quality (example, decrease LTBI-lab only records)
o Auto-import of eCRs into WEDSS
o Documenting I-693 forms of status adjusters
o Part of mini-grant policy

• Disseminate data
• Promote LTBI training and education

Goal: Use LTBI data to support and promote TB screening and prevention 
activities across the state.

63
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Refugee and 
Immigrant Data 
Through EDN
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TRUE or FALSE?
Within the last 5 years (post COVID-19), documented immigration 
arrivals have remained relatively constant?
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While Refugee Arrivals Vary, Immigrants and 
Status Adjusters Are Increasing
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B2 Notifications Have Become More Common Than 
B1 Notifications
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A Higher Percent of Refugees Than Immigrants 
Have Evaluations Completed at 30 Days, 120 Days, 
and Ever (2025)

73
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State B Class Take Aways and Initiatives

• Challenges with increase in 
volume.

• Needs assessment for better 
private-public collaboration.

• Shared monitoring of 30-, 120- 
day evaluation metric.

74
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Now Published! 
Wisconsin Tuberculosis 
Manual

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/t
b/tb-manual-chapter-1.pdf
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Tuberculosis Post-Treatment Plan for Drug-Resistant TB 
(P-03725 and P-03725a)
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https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p03725.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p03725.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p03725.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p03725a.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p03725a.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p03725a.pdf
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Tuberculosis Labs for 
Nurses Reference 
(P-03730)
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https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p03730.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p03730.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p03730.pdf
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Program Evaluation Section Added to Website
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Expanded Patient 
Education Materials
Now in English, Rohingya, 
Vietnamese, Somali, Hindi, 
Hmong, Burmese, Spanish, 
Russian, Dari, Kirundi, and 
Ukrainian.

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.g
ov/tb/about.htm
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Patient and Clinician 
HIV Education

P-03576a
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov
/publications/p03576a.pdf
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P-03576
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/
publications/p03576.pdf

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p03576a.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p03576a.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p03576a.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p03576.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p03576.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p03576.pdf
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Recorded Webinars

On demand training on LTBI, 
respiratory isolation 
guidelines, financial 
assistance, and more!

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.g
ov/tb/health-pros.htm
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Medical Consultation through WTBP

• Dr. E. Ann Misch is an infectious disease 
physician who joined WTBP in 2022.

• Consults are available for active TB.

• Interested clinicians contact the main 
WI TB Program inbox to request a 
consult.
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Wisconsin TB and Refugee Health Program Staff at DHS

Julie Tans 
Kersten

Madison 
Xiong

Pat 
Heger

Mary 
Raschka

Claire 
Leback

Dr. E. Ann 
Misch

Andrea 
Liptack
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Questions?

85

• Phone: 608-261-6319

• Fax: 608-266-0049

• Email: 
DHSWITBProgram@dhs.wisconsin.gov
• WTBP Website: 
www.dhs.wi.gov/tb/index.htm

TB Program Contact Information

mailto:DHS%20WI%20TB%20Program%20%3cDHSWITBProgram@dhs.wisconsin.gov%3e
http://www.dhs.wi.gov/tb/index.htm
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