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Wisconsin TB 
Awareness Week!
March 23–29
Link to proclamation
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https://evers.wi.gov/Documents/032325_Proclamation_Tuberculosis%20Awareness%20Week.pdf
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Functions of the Wisconsin State TB Program
Ensure patients with suspected or confirmed TB disease or latent TB 
infection (LTBI) have ready access to diagnostic and treatment services that 
meet national standards.

Provide consultation, technical assistance, education, and training in the 
clinical and public health aspects of TB.

Plan and develop statewide TB control policies and procedures.

Assure statewide TB surveillance.
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Functions of the Local and Tribal Health Departments
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• Patient assessment
• Case management
• Patient education

• Directly observed 
therapy (DOT)

• Toxicity and therapy 
monitoring

• Initiating and 
discontinuing isolation

• Assessment of isolation 
options
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Functions of the LTHDs 
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Functions of the LTHDs 

Facilitation of safe discharges 
from the hospital

Identification and assessment of 
contacts
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How Does the Wisconsin TB Program Support LTHD 
Functions?
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Wisconsin TB Programs Supporting LTHD Functions

Wisconsin TB Dispensary

Uses state tax revenue funds to 
reimburse LTHDs for medical 
management of patients.

Wisconsin TB Treatment 
Assistance Program

Uses CDC Cooperative 
Agreement funding to provide 
incentives and enablers for 
those being treated for TB/LTBI.

12



   

Wisconsin Department of Health Services 
  

13

To ensure that all persons in Wisconsin 
with suspected or confirmed active TB 
disease or latent TB infection (LTBI) 
can receive appropriate evaluation, 
treatment, and monitoring, regardless 
of insurance availability. 

Wisconsin TB Dispensary 
Program (WTBDP): 
Purpose Statement
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The WTBDP reimburses services for the uninsured 
and underinsured. 

Evaluation

Treatment

Contact 
Investigation

Targeted 
Screening/ 

Testing
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Difficult to find private health care 
partners willing to enter a 
memorandum of understanding 
(MOU) to serve the needs of 
patients with TB and LTBI through 
the Wisconsin TB Dispensary 
Program.
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Challenge
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Wisconsin TB 
Treatment Assistance 
Program
Encourages and supports clients 
through the completion of TB 
treatment.

Provides funding to purchase 
treatment assistance aids.

Capped at $50 (LTBI) and $200 (active).
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Wisconsin TB Treatment Assistance Program

Pill minders

School 
supplies

Plants

Beverages 
(non-

alcoholic)
Flowers

Personal 
care items

Food

Gas 
vouchers

Bus tickets

Hobby 
supplies

Birthday 
cards

Practical 
clothing

Rent UtilitiesPhone
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TB Treatment Assistance Program

Examples of TB treatment assistance above the capped rate include:
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Payments for housing (rent or mortgage)

Payments for utilities

Payments for cell phone
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Medication Shortages

• Priftin® (Rifapentine)

• Rifampin 

• Isoniazid

• Moxifloxacin
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Two Types of Shortages

Manufacturer: A period of time when the demand or projected 
demand for the drug within the United States exceeds the supply of 
the drug. (FDA definition)

Challenges of Allocation: Distribution of medication supply in such 
a way that local supply cannot meet local demand.
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Shortages Listed on FDA 
Website:

• Rifapentine since March 2020
• Rifampin (IV and PO) since 

December 2021
• Isoniazid 100mg in May 2021 

(removed)

Local Moxifloxacin shortages have 
been reported since 2023.
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Timeline of Wisconsin Shortages

2019
No shortages

March and 
June 2020

Rifapentine

Jan and 
Nov 2021

Rifapentine

Feb 2022
Rifapentine and

Rifampin
 

Feb 2023
Rifapentine 

and
Rifampin

2024
No

Shortages!
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Medication Shortages Have…
• Not affected the ability of WTBP to fulfill orders for RIPE but have 

affected utilization of preferred LTBI regimens.
• Prevented widespread use of the 4-month HPMZ regimen.
• Changed how WTBP manages medication procurement.
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Price Increases—Isoniazid (INH)

• Large manufacturer of INH, TEVA, divested to Genus Life Sciences in 
late 2024.

• Wisconsin TB Dispensary pharmacy noted 13x increase in cost for 
alternatives.

• Similar price increases were reported by other Wisconsin 
pharmacies.
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Medication Reimbursement Rates 2019–
2024

Rifampin 300mg 60 qty Rifabutin 150mg 60 qty
Rifapentine 150mg  24 qty INH 300mg  60 qty
PZA 500 mg 100 qty Ethambutol 400mg 100 qty

WTBP Tracks Medication Reimbursement Rates
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Medication Reimbursement Rate For INH Remained 
Stable From 2019 to 2024
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Medication Reimbursement Rate For INH Increased 
by 1227% in 2025
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Price Increases—Isoniazid (INH)
Wisconsin requested rate review 
from national Medicaid office so 
that MA rate better aligns with 
actual costs.

Increased rate is incorporated in 
dispensary budget.
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If You Have Lungs, 
You Can Get TB!
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The following programs are currently 
suspended:
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Challenge

• Refugee Program
• Welcome Corp
• Humanitarian Parolee 

Programs (U4U, Latin 
America) 
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Impacts
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Wisconsin has seen fewer arrivals 
with TB B class status in 2025.
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Expanded Patient 
Education Materials
Now in English, Rohingya, 
Vietnamese, Somali, Hindi, 
Hmong, Burmese, Spanish, 
Russian, Dari, Kirundi, and 
Ukrainian

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.g
ov/tb/about.htm
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Patient HIV Education

P-03576
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/
publications/p03576.pdf
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https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p03576.pdf
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Clinician HIV Education

P-03576a
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov
/publications/p03576a.pdf

38

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p03576a.pdf
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• At-home HIV testing is now available.
• Cost is covered by the Wisconsin TB 

Dispensary Program.
• Contact the WTBP to order a test kit.
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Targeted Testing for LTBI

Surveillance

Patient Education

Infection Control

Wisconsin Tuberculosis Manual

…and more!

Coming soon in 
2025!
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Recorded Webinars

On demand training on LTBI, 
respiratory isolation 
guidelines, financial 
assistance, and more!

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.g
ov/tb/health-pros.htm

41



   

Wisconsin Department of Health Services 
  

42

Medical Consultation through WTBP

• Dr. E. Ann Misch is an infectious disease 
physician who joined WTBP in 2022.

• Consults are available for active TB.

• Interested clinicians contact the main 
WI TB Program inbox to request a 
consult.
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Contact Investigation Support through WTBP

• Yzejma Jashari is a disease intervention 
specialist who joined WTBP in April 2023.

• She assists in the education and follow up 
of TB close contacts.

• She also helps order HIV SHK testing at 
home to patients with active disease.
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Wisconsin TB and Refugee Health Program Staff at DHS

Julie Tans 
Kersten

Madison 
Xiong

Pat 
Heger

Mary 
Raschka

Claire 
Leback

Dr. E. Ann 
Misch

Andrea 
Liptack

Yzejma 
Jashari
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Questions?
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• Phone: 608-261-6319

• Fax: 608-266-0049

• Email: 
DHSWITBProgram@dhs.wisconsin.gov
• WTBP Website: 
www.dhs.wi.gov/tb/index.htm

TB Program Contact Information

mailto:DHS%20WI%20TB%20Program%20%3cDHSWITBProgram@dhs.wisconsin.gov%3e
http://www.dhs.wi.gov/tb/index.htm
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