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October 2024 Roll Out
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DPH Numbered Memo BCD 2024-03: 
Wisconsin Tuberculosis Statement on the 
National Tuberculosis Coalition of America 
(NTCA) Guidelines for Respiratory Isolation 
and Restrictions to Reduce Transmission of 
Pulmonary Tuberculosis in Community Settings

The new guidance was presented at 
multiple meetings with public health 
staff from local and Tribal health 
departments. 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.dhs.wisconsin.gov%2Fdph%2Fmemos%2Fcommunicable-diseases%2F2024-03-bcd.pdf/1/0101019252c85753-83c587b1-4160-487e-955a-0757c06c3b1b-000000/dVGAdtf5rPoMFr8DMgXQGrCzI6JbK0TlJvCUMVluLjg=373
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.dhs.wisconsin.gov%2Fdph%2Fmemos%2Fcommunicable-diseases%2F2024-03-bcd.pdf/1/0101019252c85753-83c587b1-4160-487e-955a-0757c06c3b1b-000000/dVGAdtf5rPoMFr8DMgXQGrCzI6JbK0TlJvCUMVluLjg=373
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.dhs.wisconsin.gov%2Fdph%2Fmemos%2Fcommunicable-diseases%2F2024-03-bcd.pdf/2/0101019252c85753-83c587b1-4160-487e-955a-0757c06c3b1b-000000/MVt2SDW0iht6CaVm8kWwdO2fVUtF-P6jBtJ0qGoIfOM=373
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.dhs.wisconsin.gov%2Fdph%2Fmemos%2Fcommunicable-diseases%2F2024-03-bcd.pdf/2/0101019252c85753-83c587b1-4160-487e-955a-0757c06c3b1b-000000/MVt2SDW0iht6CaVm8kWwdO2fVUtF-P6jBtJ0qGoIfOM=373
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.dhs.wisconsin.gov%2Fdph%2Fmemos%2Fcommunicable-diseases%2F2024-03-bcd.pdf/2/0101019252c85753-83c587b1-4160-487e-955a-0757c06c3b1b-000000/MVt2SDW0iht6CaVm8kWwdO2fVUtF-P6jBtJ0qGoIfOM=373
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.dhs.wisconsin.gov%2Fdph%2Fmemos%2Fcommunicable-diseases%2F2024-03-bcd.pdf/2/0101019252c85753-83c587b1-4160-487e-955a-0757c06c3b1b-000000/MVt2SDW0iht6CaVm8kWwdO2fVUtF-P6jBtJ0qGoIfOM=373


Spectrum-Based Approach
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Why?
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How Long is Isolation in 
Wisconsin?
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Average length of isolation was calculated 

Cases in 2024 prior to 10/01/24 were used as 
baseline/”before”

Cases in 2024 after 10/01/24 were used as “after”



How Long is Isolation in 
Wisconsin?
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Average length of isolation was calculated: 

Cases in 2024 
prior to 

10/01/24

Cases in 2024 
after 

10/01/24.

“Before” “After”



Average Length of Isolation 
Decreased After Endorsement of 
NTCA RIR Guidelines

7

50.0
days in isolation 

before 
endorsement

30.8 
days in isolation 

after 
endorsement



Number of Days in Isolation Has 
Trended Down
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Obstacles for Implementation
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Hesitancy to apply new guidance to 
patients with higher burden of disease.
Patients may live in community but work 

or visit high risk settings, resulting in a tiered 
release.
Unclear applicability to different types of 

TB with resistance to first-line medications.



Wisconsin TB and Refugee 
Health Program at DHS:
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TB Program Contact Information
Please, call or email us with questions!
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Main TB Phone Line: 608-261-6319
Fax: 608-266-0049
TB Program Email: 
DHSWITBProgram@dhs.wisconsin.gov
Website: 
www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/tb/index.htm

11

http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/tb/index.htm
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