
   

Wisconsin Department of Health Services 
  

1

Wisconsin Tuberculosis (TB) 
Program Updates

Claire Leback, RN BSN MPH

Wisconsin Tuberculosis (TB) Program

Wisconsin Virtual TB Summit

April 2, 2024



   

Wisconsin Department of Health Services 
  

o New immigration pathways—Uniting 4 Ukraine, Welcome Corps, and 
others
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Brief overview of the Wisconsin TB Program function and programs

Wisconsin new resources
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Functions of the Wisconsin State TB Program

Ensure patients with suspected or confirmed TB disease or latent TB 
infection (LTBI) have ready access to diagnostic and treatment services that 
meet national standards

Provide consultation, technical assistance, education, and training in the 
clinical and public health aspects of TB

Plan and develop statewide TB control policies and procedures

Assure statewide TB surveillance
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Functions of the Local and Tribal Health 
Departments (LTHDs)

• Locally controlled public health

• 97 LTHDs—a mix of Tribal Health 
and local health departments at 
the city or county level

• Collaborate with health care providers
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• Patient assessment
• Case management
• Patient education

• Directly observed 
therapy (DOT)

• Toxicity and therapy 
monitoring

• Initiating and 
discontinuing isolation

• Assessment of isolation 
options
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Functions of the LTHD 

Facilitation of safe discharges 
from the hospital

Identification and assessment of 
contacts
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How Does the Wisconsin TB Program 
Support LTHD Functions?
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Wisconsin TB Programs Supporting LTHD Functions

Wisconsin TB Dispensary

Uses state tax revenue funds to 
reimburse LTHDs for medical 
management of patients.

Wisconsin TB Treatment 
Assistance Program

Uses CDC Cooperative 
Agreement funding to provide 
incentives and enablers for 
those being treated for TB/LTBI.
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To ensure that all persons in Wisconsin 
with suspected or confirmed active TB 
disease or latent TB infection (LTBI) 
can receive appropriate evaluation, 
treatment, and monitoring, regardless 
of insurance availability. 

Wisconsin TB Dispensary 
Program (WTBDP): 
Purpose Statement
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The WTBDP reimburses services for the uninsured 
and underinsured. 

Evaluation

Treatment

Contact 
Investigation

Targeted 
Screening/ 

Testing
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Wisconsin TB 
Treatment Assistance 
Program

Encourages and supports 
clients through the 
completion of TB treatment 

Provides funding to purchase 
treatment assistance aids
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Wisconsin TB Treatment Assistance Program

Pill minders

School 
supplies

Plants

Beverages 
(nonalcoholic)

Flowers

Personal care 
items

Food

Gas vouchers

Bus tickets

Hobby 
supplies

Birthday 
cards

Practical 
clothing

Rent UtilitiesPhone
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TB Treatment Assistance Program

With pre-approval from the Wisconsin TB Program, TB treatment 
assistance aids may be provided above the capped rate if:
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• A client has infectious TB and will need to remain in 
isolation for an extended period of time.

• A client has a particular need.

• A client has reached an important milestone in treatment (for 
example, completed one year of therapy for multidrug-
resistant TB).
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TB Treatment Assistance Program

Examples of TB treatment assistance above the capped rate include:
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Payments for housing (rent or mortgage)

Payments for utilities

Payments for cell phone
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Brief overview of the Wisconsin TB Program function and programs

Agenda

Statewide concerns

Wisconsin new resources

o Medication shortage updates
o New immigration pathways—Humanitarian Parolee Programs (including 

U4U and CHNV), Welcome Corps, and others
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Medication Shortages

• Priftin® (Rifapentine)

• Rifampin 

• Isoniazid

• Moxifloxacin
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Two Types of Shortages

Manufacturer: a period of time when the demand or projected 
demand for the drug within the United States exceeds the supply of 
the drug. (FDA definition)

Challenges of Allocation: distribution of medication supply in such 
a way that local supply cannot meet local demand.
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Shortages Listed on FDA 
Website:

• Rifapentine since March 2020
• Rifampin since December 2021
• Isoniazid 100mg since May 2021

Local Moxifloxacin shortages have 
been reported since 2023.
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Timeline of Wisconsin Shortages

2019
No shortages

March and 
June 2020

Rifapentine

Jan and 
Nov 2021

Rifapentine

Feb 2022
Rifapentine and

Rifampin
 

Feb 2023
Rifapentine 

and
Rifampin
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Strategies to Maintain Access to Critical Medications

Working closely with 
Aurora pharmacy to 
monitor supply and 
ordering availability

Intermittently pausing new 
rifampin-containing LTBI 
orders (4R, 3HR) to preserve 
supply for active patients 
when supplies are low

Making requests from the 
National Strategic 
Stockpile when shortages 
occur and supplies allow

Establishing secondary 
contracts with additional 
pharmaceutical suppliers
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Shortage Impact: 
4-month HPMZ

• High-dose rifapentine, isoniazid, 
pyrazinamide, and moxifloxacin for 
17 weeks 

26

• Not available through the 
Wisconsin TB Dispensary at this 
time

• For drug-susceptible TB
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How Have the Shortages Impacted LTBI 
Prescribing Patterns in Wisconsin?
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We looked at invoices for the Wisconsin TB 
Dispensary Program over time.

This data does not include LTBI treatment that 
was not reimbursed by our program.

Partial data (Q1 and Q2) included for FY 2024. 
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Percent of Wisconsin TB Dispensary Program 
Reimbursement by LTBI regimen for FY 2019-2024*

3HP (once weekly 
isoniazid-
rifapentine)

INH (6-9 months of 
daily isoniazid)0

20

40

60

FY 2019 FY 2020 FY 2021 FY 2022 FY 2023 FY 2024

*Q1 and Q2 of FY2024
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3HP Use Declined from 57% to 40% but is
Rebounding in FY 2024* (49%)

*Q1 and Q2 of FY2024
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e Increased from <20% to 40%
Decreasing to Baseline in FY 2024* (29%)

*Q1 and Q2 of FY2024
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INH Use Peaked to 33% in FY2021 and
Maintains <20% in FY 2023–FY 2024* 

*Q1 and Q2 of FY2024
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Medication Shortages Have…

• Occurred intermittently since 2020.
• Not affected the ability of WTBP to fulfill orders for RIPE but have 

affected utilization of preferred LTBI regimens.
• Prevented full implementation of the 4-month HPMZ regimen.
• Changed how WTBP manages medication procurement.

32
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Medication Shortages

• WTBP website

• GovD messages
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www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/tb/health-pros.htm 

http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/tb/health-pros.htm
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Brief overview of the Wisconsin TB Program function and programs

o New immigration pathways—Humanitarian Parolee Programs (including 
U4U and CHNV), Welcome Corps, and others

Agenda

Statewide concerns

o Medication shortage updates

Wisconsin new resources
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Uniting for Ukraine (U4U) Launched April 2022
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Since the fall of 2022, other programs modeled after 
U4U have started to assist with immigration from Cuba, 
Haiti, Nicaragua, and Venezuela (CHNV).
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Required attestation for all 
programs: IGRA blood test (2 years 
and older)
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TB Screening for Humanitarian 
Parolees

Additionally recommended by WTBP: 
•Symptom screen
•Health history asking specifically 
about TB/LTBI treatment or exposure
•2 VW CXR (if U4U)
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All Have Varying Risks for Tuberculosis (WHO, 2022)
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Haiti: 154 per 100,000 
with 3.5% of new cases 
being MDR

Venezuela: 46 per 
100,000 with 3.2% of 
new cases being MDR

Nicaragua: 43 per 
100,000
with 1.2% of new 
cases being MDR 
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Cuba: 6.8 per 100,000 
with 3.5% of new cases 
being MDR and
15-28% of cases retreated 

39

All Have Varying Risks for Tuberculosis (WHO, 2022)

Ukraine: 90 per 100,000 
with 29% of new cases 
being MDR and
43% of cases retreated 
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Challenges to TB Screening
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Public health receives limited information where humanitarian parolees 
resettle.

• No B class status process for notifications exists.

Many do not have access to Wisconsin Medicaid.

• U4U parolees who arrived after September 30, 2023, are not eligible.

• Cuban and Haitian parolees may be eligible.

• Nicaraguan and Venezuelan parolees are not eligible.
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How Many Humanitarian Parolees Have Arrived?
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Over 170,000 U4U 
applications were approved 

as of December 2023; 
Wisconsin received 2,829 

sponsor applications across 
59 counties 

Over 350,000 CHNV 
parolees entered the U.S. 
since as of January 2024;  

National cap of 30,000 
parolees per month
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Are We Tracking How Many Receive TB and LTBI 
screening?

I-134 sponsor zip code data (U4U only)

Wisconsin Electronic Disease Surveillance System (WEDSS) data
• Short-term U4U LTE performed surveillance in 2023, tracked 102 

U4U individuals total (as of 9/18/2023)
• CHNV and U4U surveillance after September 30, 2023, to be 

absorbed by WTBP
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99 out of 102 
received an IGRA
 

3 out of 102 
declined or 
received a TST

U4U prior to 9/30/23
97% were screened with IGRA
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23 out of 36 (64%)
were confirmed LTBI

13 out of 36 (36%) 
were not a case of LTBI

Of those fully screened (CXR and IGRA) 
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13 out of 23 
confirmed LTBI 
referred to treatment

10 out of 23 
were LTFU, moved, or 
declined

Of those with LTBI, only 57% were treated 
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Total WEDSS TB Records from CHNV Countries 
Have Quadrupled from 2022 to 2023 
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Welcome Corps
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• A private sponsorship program 
started in April 2023.

• Immigrants arrive under 
refugee status, not as 
humanitarian parolees.

• Sponsors take responsibility for 
core services normally offered in 
the first 90 days by resettlement 
agencies.
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Core Services

Housing Necessities Apply for 
benefits

Education Airport 
pick up

Community 
orientation

Interpretation 

Employment 
assistance

Transportation 
support
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Welcome Corps
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Wisconsin has sponsorship 
groups but have not been 
matched with refugees at this 
time.

WTBP is working with the 
refugee health coordinator in 
the event Wisconsin receives 
participants through this avenue.
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Messaging from WTBP to LTHDs
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Be aware of new immigration pathways and the potential to see new 
immigrants in Wisconsin communities.

Recognize not all will have access to Medicaid and refugee resettlement 
agency support.

Be knowledgeable where different immigrants may be referred for TB 
attestation and screening or the full RMS exam.
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Brief overview of the Wisconsin TB Program function and programs

o New immigration pathways—Humanitarian Parolee Programs (including 
U4U and CHNV), Welcome Corps, and others
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TB Handout for U4U Parolees and Sponsors
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/library/collection/p-03430
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• At-home HIV testing is now 
available.

• Cost is covered by the 
Wisconsin TB Dispensary 
Program.

• Contact the WTBP to order a 
test kit.
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Clinician HIV Education

P-03576a
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov
/publications/p03576a.pdf
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https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p03576a.pdf
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Patient HIV Education

P-03576
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/
publications/p03576.pdf
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https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p03576.pdf
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Financial Assistance Poster

Need Financial Assistance for 
Tuberculosis (TB) or Latent 
Tuberculosis Infection (LTBI) 
Treatment? P-03549
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/
publications/p03549.pdf
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https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p03549.pdf
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Wisconsin 
Tuberculosis 
Record
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/library/coll
ection/p-03429
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Latent TB Publication: Ukrainian, Russian, 
Kirundi, Dari, and Burmese  
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/library/collection/p-42099b
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How Can I Prevent TB
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/library/collection/p-02504
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• TB 101

• Evaluation for TB Disease and 
Case Management

• TB Dispensary and Treatment
     Assistance Programs

Recorded DHS Training

• The TB Laboratory
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https://vimeo.com/showcase/8771749

https://vimeo.com/showcase/8771749
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Wisconsin TB and Refugee Health Program Staff at DHS

Julie Tans 
Kersten

Duha 
Alhamidi

Pat 
Heger

Mary 
Pulchinski

Claire 
Leback

Dr. E. Ann 
Misch

Andrea 
Liptack

Yzejma 
Jashari
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Questions?
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• Phone: 608-261-6319

• Fax: 608-266-0049

• Email: 
DHSWITBProgram@dhs.wisconsin.gov
• WTBP Website: 
www.dhs.wi.gov/tb/index.htm

TB Program Contact Information

mailto:DHS%20WI%20TB%20Program%20%3cDHSWITBProgram@dhs.wisconsin.gov%3e
http://www.dhs.wi.gov/tb/index.htm
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