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Outline & Brief

❑Global TB burden

❑Regional Burden

❑TB in the RMI- Descriptive epidemiology.

❑Drivers of TB in the RMI and region

• TB remains a key public health concern. TB control in the region will require a scaled up and 
sustained response over successive years to ensure a meaningful decline in incidence. Reaching 
hard to reach population and promoting universal health coverage (UHC) is key to leaving no one 
behind” 



In 2023, 10.8M people fell ill with TB (95%CI 10.1M-11.7M)

12% cases occurred in children

PLHIV accounted for 6.1%

2020-2022: 4.6% increase in TB incidence. Reversing a 2% decrease per 
year seen over the preceding 20 years.

1.25M deaths

161000 among PLHIV

Tuberculosis is the top infectious killers globally.

Tuberculosis-Global Burden of Disease







Global TB Mortality trends.





Progress Towards TB Elimination, United States, 1982–2023
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Elimination threshold:  ~335 cases or <1 case per 1,000,000 persons

26,673 TB cases in 1992
Incidence rate: 10.4 per 100,000

9,633 TB cases in 2023
Incidence rate: 2.9 per 100,000





TB Cases and Incidence Rates by Origin of Birth,* 
United States, 1993–2023
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 U.S.-born persons (2023: n=2,292)

Non-U.S.–born persons (2023: n=7,299)

 U.S.-born rate (2023: 0.8 cases per 100,000)

Non-U.S.–born rate (2023: 15.0 cases per 100,000)

*Persons born in the United States, certain U.S. territories, or elsewhere to at least one U.S. citizen parent are categorized as U.S.-born. All other persons are categorized as non-U.S.–born.



TB Cases by Countries of Birth Among Non-U.S.–Born* Persons, 
United States, 2023 (N=7,299)

*Persons born in the United States, certain U.S. territories, or elsewhere to at least one U.S. citizen parent are categorized as U.S.-born. All other persons are categorized as non-U.S.–born.
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Percentage of TB Cases by Race/Ethnicity,* 

United States, 2023 (N=9,633)
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*Persons who identified as Hispanic or Latino were categorized as "Hispanic," regardless of self-reported race. Persons who did not identify as Hispanic or Latino were categorized by self-reported 
race; if more than one race was reported, the person was categorized as "Multiple race.“ 
Note: The increase in numbers and percentages of persons identified as "Multiple race" might be related to changes in processing and transmission of race data for 2023 cases as compared to 
previous years.





TB Incidence Rates* by U.S.-Affiliated Pacific Islands, 2023

*Cases per 100,000 persons
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In the RMI (and in PIC’s)-TB 
and Diabetes represent a 
dual pandemic.

A person with TB infection 
and diabetes is 2-3 times 
more likely to develop 
Tuberculosis –disease.

Diabetes is a driver of TB, 
especially in the middle aged 
and elderly population.



TB as a social disease



Drivers of TB in the RMI

Drivers of TB Infection Drivers of TB Disease

Infectious cases in the community (not on treatment) Diabetes

Housing: overcrowding (high population density) Poor nutrition/ malnutrition

Smoking Smoking

Diagnostic delay Stress

Cough etiquette Cancer / immunosuppression







Epidemiology of TB in the RMI

In the RMI in 2023, the estimated 
incidence of TB was 672 cases per 
100,000 population.

The estimated number of people with TB 
was 270 (210-340). Of these, 215 new 
cases were diagnosed/notified.
Treatment coverage 80%

Significant population decline.





Preventative treatment: Latent TB Infection.



Active Case Finding: TB Mass Screening: 
Ebeye & Majuro-IMPACTS



Modeling studies 
based on projected 
TB incidence post 
mass screening in 
2017 & 2018, indicate 
significant declines in 
incidence, which will 
need to be repeated 
periodically to 
significantly make 
progress towards 
elimination. 
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