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To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans.

Accreditation Statement
Accreditation Statement
In support of improving patient care, Mayo Clinic College of Medicine and Science is jointly accredited by the 
Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME), the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy 
Education (ACPE), and the American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC) to provide continuing education for 
the healthcare team.

Credit Statement(s):
ANCC
Mayo Clinic College of Medicine and Science designates this activity for a maximum of 14.00 ANCC contact hours. Nurses 
should claim only the credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.

For disclosure information regarding Mayo Clinic School of Continuous Professional Development accreditation review 
committee member(s) and staff, please go here to the course accreditation page.

Available Credit
•14.00 ANCC
•14.00 Attendance
•14.00 IPCE

This activity was planned by and for the healthcare team, and learners will receive 14.0 Interprofessional 
Continuing Education (IPCE) credit for learning and change.



To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans.

No relevant financial 
disclosures

Disclosures
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Learning Objectives

• Examine the legal framework governing TB control, including 
public health laws related to reporting, isolation, and treatment 
in Kansas.

• Identify ethical principles relevant to TB program management, 
such as confidentiality, informed consent, and equity

• Recognize the balance between individual rights and public 
health responsibilities in TB prevention and control
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• We define "public health laws" in practical terms as any laws that have significant 
consequences for the health of defined populations. 

Public Health Authority in Kansas

What is public health law?



To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans

• “The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to 
the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.” (10th Amendment to 
the Constitution) 

 
• Kansas Constitution delegates the legislative power of the state into the Kansas house of 

representatives and senate.

• Kansas Legislature established the Kansas Department of Health Environment and the 
authority of public health officers.

Public Health Authority in Kansas

How is public health authority in Kansas determined? 
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• Governor
 
• Secretary of KDHE

• County Commissions/Joint Boards of Health

• Local Health Officers

• Municipalities

Public Health Authority in Kansas

Who has public health authority in Kansas?
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• State Agency created by Statute (K.S.A. 75-5601) in 1974

• K.S.A. 75-5601 also created role of the Secretary of Health and Environment

• Divisions
• Division of Environment
• Division of Public Health
• Division of Health Care Finance

Public Health Authority in Kansas

Department of Health and Environment
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• Found in Chapter 65 of the Kansas Statutes 
 

• General Authority - K.S.A. 65-101. Health supervision; investigation of causes of 
disease, sickness and death; sanitation inspections; prevention of spread of disease; 
outreach services; rules and regulations; injunction; revocation by legislature or 
legislative coordinating council of certain orders of secretary of health and 
environment.

• Specific Authority – Enumerated by statutes. Relevant authority includes the authority 
to test for diseases, protect health service providers and their recipients, designate a 
disease as infectious or contagious, and isolate and quarantine people with or 
exposed to contagious diseases.

Public Health Authority in Kansas

Authority of the Secretary of KDHE
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• Appointed by County Commissioners pursuant to K.S.A. 65-201.

• Duties and responsibilities of the local health officer is outlined in various statutes, 
including: 

• Keeping accurate records of all transactions. (K.S.A. 65-202)
• Making sanitary inspections of each school building and grounds. (K.S.A. 65-202)
• Investigating cases of infectious, contagious or communicable diseases. (K.S.A. 65-

202)

Public Health Authority in Kansas

Local Health Officers
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• K.S.A. 65-119 – Duties and Powers of Local Health Officer
• Exercise and maintain supervision over case(s) of infectious and contagious diseases.
• Communicate to Secretary of KDHE. 

• K.S.A. 65-202 – Duties of Local Health Officer
• Investigate each case of smallpox, diphtheria, typhoid fever, scarlet fever, acute 

anterior poliomyelitis (infantile paralysis), epidemic cerebro-spinal meningitis and such 
other acute infectious, contagious or communicable diseases.

• Use all known measures to prevent the spread of infectious, contagious or 
communicable diseases. 

• K.S.A. 65-129b – Authority of Local Health Officer
• Isolation and quarantine orders. 
• Evaluation and treatment orders. 

 

Public Health Authority in Kansas

Local Health Officer Authority
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• Isolation and Quarantine Orders (K.S.A. 65-129b and K.S.A. 65-129c)
• Must be “medically necessary and reasonable”. 
• For individuals or groups of individuals

• Other orders may be issued by the Local Health Officer provided they are for the purpose 
of preventing the spread of infectious, contagious or communicable diseases, 

• Includes limits on large gatherings, business restrictions, and more. 
• Subject to restrictions of K.S.A. 65-201(b)

Public Health Authority in Kansas

Local Health Officer - Measures
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• Found in Chapter 65 of the Kansas Statutes 
 

• General Authority - K.S.A. 65-101. Health supervision; investigation of causes of 
disease, sickness and death; sanitation inspections; prevention of spread of disease; 
outreach services; rules and regulations; injunction; revocation by legislature or 
legislative coordinating council of certain orders of secretary of health and 
environment.

• Specific Authority – Enumerated by statutes. Relevant authority includes the authority 
to test for diseases, protect health service providers and their recipients, designate a 
disease as infectious or contagious, and isolate and quarantine people with or 
exposed to contagious diseases.

Public Health Authority in Kansas

Authority of the Secretary of KDHE
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• Found in Agency 28 of the Kansas Administrative 
Regulations 

 
• K.A.R. 28-1-2(a)(16) – Requires reporting of 

suspected tuberculosis cases within four 
hours of knowledge of the case.

• K.A.R. 28-1-2(c)(55) – Requires reporting of 
tuberculosis infection (reporting all suspected 
cases based on positive tuberculin skin test or 
laboratory evidence) within twenty-fours hours.

Public Health Authority in Kansas

Reportable Disease Requirements
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• Acknowledgement of need to isolate

• Official isolation orders needed

• Release from isolation

Isolation of TB Patients
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Isolation Orders
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Isolation Orders
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• Appeal rights outlined in 
K.S.A. 65-129c and K.S.A. 
60-1502.  

• Hearing must occur within 72 
hours of the appeal.

• Court can grant the request 
for release or authorize the 
Order. 

Appeal Rights
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Release from Isolation
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Additional TB Laws

• K.S.A. 65-116b – Grants a health officer the authority to order a medical exam for 
individuals the health officer reasonably believes has TB and who will not voluntarily seek 
a medical exam.  

• K.S.A. 65-116d & K.S.A. 65-116e – Commit an individual to a medical care facility for 
treatment. 

• K.S.A. 65-116j – Grants the Secretary the power to select medical care facilities for 
individuals committed and patients seeking treatment at a medical care facility voluntarily

• K.S.A. 65-129e – Grants the Secretary the power to adopt rules and regulations 
establishing TB evaluation for any student considered high risk who is entering 
classrooms of a public or private university, municipal university, community college, or 
technical college. The
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• Further Non-Adherence

• Anticipated Commercial Travel

• Travel Restrictions

Escalated Public Health Measures

https://www.cdc.gov/port-health/travel-restrictions/index.html
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• 20 Port Health Stations

• All Port Stations operate 24/7

• Kansas notifies Dallas Port 
Authority

Port Health Stations 

https://www.cdc.gov/port-health/stations/index.html
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• Identify 

• Report

• Federal Review

• Implementation

• Release

Do Not Board (DNB) and Public Health Lookout 
(LO) Steps
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Patient Possible Concerns
• Confidentiality

• Informed Consent

• Equity and Social Determinants of 
Health

Ethical Considerations

Anticipating Needs
• Being Empathetic and Ensuring

• Obtaining Release of Information

• Food pantry, FMLA, gift cards, 
insurance
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Legal Framework
• Legal Authority

• Orders & Appeals 

Summary

Ethical Principles
• Confidentiality

• Isolation

• Escalation

• Equity



Deputy Chief Counsel
Kansas Department of Health and Environment
Katelyn.Radloff@ks.gov

Katelyn Radloff



Public Health Nurse Practitioner
Kansas Department of Health and Environment
785-250-8111
Michelle.Gomez@ks.gov

Michelle Gomez, APRN



Thank You/Questions
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Legal and Ethical Considerations
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